MIDVIEW LOCAL SCHOOLS

TRANSPORTATION HANDBOOK FOR

PARENTS & STUDENTS
Transportation for our school district has become very complex and costly.  We must revise and update our bus routes continuously to meet the transportation needs of our district and increase our efficiency

Our goal is and has always been “SAFETY FIRST” for the students of Midview.  Buses are inspected regularly by the Ohio Department of Transportation and the Ohio State Patrol.  Drivers are continuously trained.  Bus stops and routes are adopted and reviewed periodically by the Board of Education.  This provides the best operation possible with the resources we have available.

The State of Ohio requires us to transport students in grades K-8 who live more than two (2) miles from their school.  The State does not require us to transport high school students.  Riding the bus is a privilege provided to over 90% of our students by the Midview Board of Education.

The State of Ohio demands that all students must be in line five (5) minutes before the bus arrives.  Bus drivers are not required to wait on tardy students.  Students must wait until the bus comes to a complete stop before attempting to board.

Students must stay off the street at all times while waiting for the bus.  Students must conduct themselves in a safe manner while waiting for the bus and respect people’s property while at the stop.

Each student will be required to be picked up and dropped off at his/her assigned stop at all times.  In the case of a one-time emergency the student must present a note from the parent to the office where the student will receive a bus pass to give to the driver.
PICK UP/DROP OFF TRANSPORTATION REQUEST FORM

Students in grades K-8 only who will be picked up or dropped off at an address other than their own but on the same bus route must complete a Transportation Request Form which must then be approved by your student’s building principal and the Transportation Department.  Forms are available at all the elementary buildings or the Midview Board of Education.  You must receive your copy before it will take effect.

Guidelines for approval of Transportation Request Forms are as follows:

1. All requests must be received by the last week in July.  Any requests received after the last week in July may not be approved until the second week of school.
2. Requests will be handled in the order received and will only be granted if there is room on the bus.

3. Routes will not be changed to accommodate requests.  Only one change per year.
4. Five (5) days notice should be given for requests/changes.
5. You will be notified by the first week in August as to whether it is possible to grant your request.  This approval will be withdrawn if the bus becomes too crowded.
6. A bus pass issued by the building principal will be issued only if on the same route and for emergency requests.
7. Students will only be picked up/dropped off within the Midview District.
MID-DAY KINDERGARTEN

MID-DAY KINDERGARTEN PICK UP/DROP OFF TRANSPORTATION REQUEST FORMS must be on file at the child’s school and the Transportation Department if they take alternate MID-DAY district transportation.  The conditions for transporting your child to and from a MID-DAY child care provider are available for the AM/PM MID-DAY run if you meet the following requirements.
1. The child care provider must be in the same AM or PM area as the child’s residence.

2. We will transport only if the child care provider lives in an AM/PM transportation area.

3. This service is for the remainder of the school year and transportation MID-DAY must be consistent five (5) days per week.

4. The transportation of such students must not cause the school district to alter any bus routes or require the addition of new bus routes MID-DAY.

5. Transportation shall be provided only if there is sufficient space for pupils on the MID-DAY buses after space has been made available for all other students otherwise qualified to be transported.

Forms are effective for the kindergarten students during the MID-DAY runs.  MID-DAY PICK UP/DROP OFF TRANSPORTATION REQUEST FORMS are available at your child’s school or the Midview Board of Education.
SCHOOL BUS MORNING LOADING PROCEDURES

1. School bus loading procedures are mandated by the State of Ohio School Transportation Department.  The Midview Transportation Department has no control over the rules and is required to follow said rules.

2. In the morning, students must be in line at the bus stop five (5) minutes before the bus arrives.  The bus driver will be counting the students twice.  Once as the bus approaches the stop and again as the student(s) board the bus.  The reason for this is:  If a student should be picking up something in the “danger zone”, that they dropped or if he/she should slip and fall, the driver will know something is wrong.  The driver will not move the bus until all students are accounted for and all will be safe.
3. Students living on the bus driver’s left hand side are given a hand signal by the bus driver when it is safe to cross.  All students should also check for traffic before crossing.  Students crossed will board the bus first and be counted.  Students living on the bus driver’s right side will then board and be counted.  As an added safety procedure, the State of Ohio requires that the bus driver count and check all mirrors before the bus begins to move.

4. We know you are concerned about keeping your child/children out of inclement weather while waiting for the bus.  We, too, are concerned for your child, but state law requires your child/children be in line five (5) minutes before the bus arrives to insure the safety of your child/children.

5. Each driver will have a seating assignment for their bus.  It is important that the students stay seated and face forward. This insures them the maximum protection from the padded barrier surrounding them.  Students are not to move from seat to seat during the bus route.

6. If only one student is getting on the bus, he/she is to sit in the front seat until the bus stops at the next stop.  Then, the student goes back to his/her assigned seat.  At a group stop, the students go directly to their assigned seats except for the last student who sits in front until the bus gets to the next stop.  Then the student goes to his/her assigned seat.

DISCIPLINE
We ask your support in the areas of bus discipline.  Please discuss the importance of safety, responsibility, and discipline with your children.

The bus driver is encouraged to take care of any discipline problems on their bus but, at times, intervention may be necessary.  
1. A verbal warning will be given.  
2. Parents will be notified.

3. A written warning will be sent to the student’s building principal.  The building principal will then call your child into his/her office to discuss the matter.

The following is a list of rules to be followed on the bus.

1. Students must go directly to the first seat or first available seat.

2. Students must remain seated keeping aisles, exit doors and windows clear.  Back to the back of the seat; seat on the seat; and feet on the floor.

3. Students may talk but cannot yell, shout, or scream.

4. Students cannot swear, make sexual comments, or threaten others.

5. Students cannot eat, drink, or chew gum

6. Drugs, alcohol, tobacco, and weapons (including pocket knives) are never allowed on buses.

7. Students cannot bring anything on the bus that cannot fit on the student’s lap.  Books, instruments, coats, etc., must be on lap.

8. Students cannot bring class projects, animals, sticks, glass objects, laser lights, skate boards, aerosol cans, etc. on the bus.

9. Students must not put arms or head out of windows.

10. Students must not throw or pass objects on, from, or into the bus.

11. Students must obey the driver promptly and respectfully.

12. Violence is prohibited; observe classroom conduct.

13. Students cannot litter or damage the inside of the bus.

14. Students must be silent when the bus is crossing railroad tracks.

15. For your own safety, DO NOT DISTRACT THE DRIVER THROUGH MISBEHAVIOR.

THESE RULES ARE PART OF THE STATE LAW AND ARE BINDING ON THE SCHOOL, THE PARENT, AND THE STUDENT.

SCHOOL BUS AFTERNOON UNLOADING PROCEDURES
Returning home, the bus driver is again required to count the students twice at their assigned stop.  The bus driver counts them as they leave the bus and again when they safely reach their designated point of safety on their home side.

Students living on the bus driver’s left hand side of the street are instructed to walk forward ten feet along the side of the street and then to wait for the bus driver’s hand signal before crossing.

All students are taught to reach the center of the street, stop and check traffic before proceeding across.  Students crossing will unload and be crossed first and counted.  Non-crossers will then unload and be counted.  All students must go to a designated place of safety and wait until the bus leaves.  As an added safety procedure, the bus driver must count and check all mirrors before the bus begins to move.
When loading and unloading at group stops it is recommended that an adult be present for the safety of the students.

BUS EVACUATIONS
The State of Ohio mandates three (3) emergency evacuations each year.  With each age group, we practice:
1. Front door/back door evacuation

2. Front door only evacuation

3. Back door only evacuation

EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSING-ACTIVITY CANCELLATION

In case of severe weather such as snow, low temperatures, ice, etc., the official announcement for school closings and activity cancellations may be heard over the following radio stations:  WEOL-AM (930), WOBL-AM (1320); or television: Fox Channel 8, NBC Channel 3, ABC Channel 5 and CBS Channel 19.
We hope this information will help you better understand our school transportation system. As you can see, in all cases, the safety of your child/children comes first.

This handbook is issued as a transportation guideline to students and parents and is not a complete summary of state laws or Board of Education policy regarding transportation.

If you have any further comments or questions, please contact the Midview School Transportation Department by calling 440-748-2125.  Thank you for your cooperation and support. 
Sue Anielski

Administrative Assistant For Transportation 
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